
Welcome, this web conference will begin soon 



Meet the PreventConnect Team 

Ashleigh Klein-Jimenez 
Project Manager 
she/her/hers 

David Lee 
Director of Prevention 
he/him/his 

Tori VandeLinde 
Project Coordinator 
she/her/hers 



PreventConnect.org 

info@PreventConnect.org 

PreventConnect.org/email – email group 
Learn.PreventConnect.org – eLearning 
 

Follow Us 
twitter.com/PreventConnect 

facebook.com/PreventConnect 

 



How to use Adobe Connect 

‣  Text chat and private chat 
‣  Please send a private chat message  

for help.  

‣  PowerPoint Slides 
‣  Polling Questions 
‣  Phone 
‣  Closed Captioning 
‣  Web Conference Guidelines 

Contact Adobe Connect support at:  
https://helpx.adobe.com/adobe-connect/ connect-support.html 



PreventConnect 

‣  Domestic violence/intimate partner violence 
‣  Sexual violence 
‣  Violence across the lifespan, including child sexual abuse 
‣  Prevent before violence starts 
‣  Connect to other forms of violence and oppression 
‣  Connect to other prevention practitioners 
 



Past conferences/resources 

http://
www.preventconnect.org/
2016/05/sexual-assault-
prevention-on-u-s-
college-campuses-a-
national-scan/ 

http://
www.preventconne
ct.org/2018/02/
situational-
prevention-to-end-
sexual-violence-on-
campuses/ 



PreventConnect is a national project of the California Coalition Against Sexual Assault sponsored by the  U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. The views and information provided in this web conference do not necessarily 
represent the official views of the U.S. government, CDC or CALCASA. 
	



Objectives 

‣  Describe the theoretical approaches used to inform this situational 
prevention methodology 

‣  Identify the essential elements of a Situational Prevention methodology 
‣  Identify potential environmental opportunities to prevent sexual violence in 

college campus settings 
‣  Engage in a discussion with report authors and campus situational 

prevention practitioners 



Meet Our Guests 

Holly Rider-Milkovich 
Vice President of Impact & 
Education, EVERFI 
she/her/hers 

JP Przewoznik 
Founder, Switchback Consulting 
any pronouns respectfully 

Tammy Meredith, PhD 
Principal & Co-Founder, 
Applied Research 
Services, Inc. 
she/her/hers 

Meg Bossong 
Director, Sexual Assault Prevention 
and Response, Williams College 
she/her/hers 



What we know 



What we know 



Have you had this  
experience? 



What is the problem? 

What are some strategies to address the problem? 

Environment Policy and 
Procedures 

Education 
& Training 



What strategies can 
you think of to 

address the 
problem?  

Environment, Policy & Procedure, 
Education & Training 

Use the Text Chat feature to 
answer the question. 



Background 

‣  21% of women and 11% of men experienced sexual assault while in college 
‣  Develop a methodology that can be used across a range of college & 

university settings to: 
‣  Identify specific campus spaces perceived to be unsafe 

‣  Identify multiple dimensions within those spaces that contribute to safety concerns and 
create perpetration opportunities 

‣  Generate place-based strategies that can address those environmental conditions 

‣  Share resources that are adaptable for use across diverse campuses 



Criminology 

Social 
Justice 

Public 
Health 



Criminology: Crime prevention through environmental 
design 
 

‣  Create environments that reduce opportunities to perpetrate crime and 

increase pro-social norms & activities 

‣  Emphasize the importance of “place”  

‣  Strategies focus on the characteristics of the built environment  

‣  Situational prevention = influence of environment on “in the moment” 

decisions 



Public Health: Situational Prevention in the Social 
Ecological Model 

RELATIONSHIP COMMUNITY SOCIETAL INDIVIDUAL 



Public Health: Situational Prevention in the Social 
Ecological Model 

RELATIONSHIP COMMUNITY SOCIETAL INDIVIDUAL 



Gendered Use of Public Space 

‣  Recent attention has been given to the prevalence 
of gender-based violence restricting the freedom of 
women and girls in public spaces, particularly in 
large cities 

‣  Women’s Safety Audit (WSA) as a tool to collect 
detailed and specific information on the safety/
inclusion of women in urban public spaces  

‣  Rigorous experimental evaluation of Shifting 
Boundaries* found school-wide/building-level 
intervention to be effective in reducing sexual 
harassment and dating violence perpetration & 
victimization  

* Taylor, B. G., Stein, N. D., Mumford, E. A., & Woods, D. (2013). Shifting Boundaries: an experimental evaluation of a dating violence prevention 
program in middle schools. Prevention Science, 14, 64-76. 



Framework for Comprehensive Prevention 

INSTITUTIONALIZATION 

CRITICAL  
PROCESSES 

POLICY 

PROGRAMMING 

The values and expectations of the institution and its community,  
and the system of accountability to uphold and enforce them 

The strategic, collaborative, and research informed translation of 
 resources (staff/budget) into effective policies and programs 



Strategies for Prevention from the CDC 

https://www.cdc.gov/
violenceprevention/pdf/
campussvprevention.pdf 





Our Strategy 

‣  Collaboration & shared mission 
 
‣  Situational interventions complement current 

prevention programs 
 
‣  Engaging students  
 
‣  Exploring with stakeholders  
 
‣  Planning for implementation 

http://www.calcasa.org/enhancing-campus-prevention/ 
 















What data sources are 
you using to inform 

your prevention 
efforts? 

Text Chat Question 

Use the Text Chat feature to 
answer the question. 













Williams College 
Unwanted sexual touching at campus social spaces 



What we knew 

▹  2014-15 climate survey revealed high rates of unwanted 
touching in campus event spaces 

▹  Campus context: students live and socialize predominantly on-
campus; many events in college-controlled spaces 

 

Enhancing Sexual Assault Prevention Efforts at Williams College 
THROUGH SITUATIONAL INTERVENTIONS 
 



Quantify student experiences 

▹  From climate survey to focus groups: events have a lot of 
multi-dimensional characteristics 

▹  Identify spaces: from focus groups, from event registration 
data, from campus safety incident logs 

Enhancing Sexual Assault Prevention Efforts at Williams College 
THROUGH SITUATIONAL INTERVENTIONS 
 







Enhancing Sexual Assault Prevention Efforts at Williams College 
THROUGH SITUATIONAL INTERVENTIONS 
 

Communicate Findings Step 1 Communicate Findings Step 2 

Create recommendations in 
each bucket area combining 
most popular ideas with 
research base on 
environmental/situational 
prevention 
 



Implementation Examples 



What opportunities for 
prevention do you see 
in the places people 
live, play, and work/

study? 

Text Chat Question 

Use the Text Chat feature to 
answer the question. 



Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
(MIT) 
Social and environmental conditions that put LGBTQ+ students at 
increased risk for sexual violence 



Enhancing Sexual Assault Prevention Efforts at MIT 
THROUGH SITUATIONAL INTERVENTIONS 
 
What we knew 
Climate survey revealed LGBTQ+ students report highest rates of 
unwanted sexual behaviors:  
▹  24% of hetero women undergrads report, vs. 53% of bisexual IDed 

women 
▹  7% of hetero men undergrads report, vs. 18% gay-IDed men  
 



Enhancing Sexual Assault Prevention Efforts at MIT 
THROUGH SITUATIONAL INTERVENTIONS 
 
Quantify student experience 
▹  Specific modifiable factors place LGBT people on college 

campuses at increased risk.  
▹  MIT already focused on strategies to increase safety for LBGTQ+ 

students – chose to focus on “routes of movement” across campus 
(walking focus groups). 



MIT	Walking	Focus	Group	–	May	2019	Route 

Start 

End 





Enhancing Sexual Assault Prevention Efforts at MIT 
THROUGH SITUATIONAL INTERVENTIONS 
 
Communicate Findings Step 1 Communicate Findings Step 2 

Create recommendations in 
each bucket area combining 
most popular ideas with 
research base on 
environmental/situational 
prevention 
 



Implementation Considerations 

‣  Working with long time horizons for outcomes, evaluation 
 

‣  Managing “competing” claims 
 

‣  Working with non-traditional partners 
 

‣  Consider what “protective” or “safer” environments might look like for 
marginalized communities (i.e. environments as physical, emotional, 
psychological ,etc).  



What situational 
prevention 

interventions will you 
apply on your campus 

or in your 
communities? 

Text Chat Question 

Use the Text Chat feature to 
answer the question. 



Download “Enhancing Campus Sexual Assault Prevention 
Efforts Through Situational Interventions” today 

http://www.calcasa.org/enhancing-
campus-prevention/ 
 



PreventConnect.org 

info@PreventConnect.org 

PreventConnect.org/email – email group 
Learn.PreventConnect.org – eLearning 
 

Follow Us 
twitter.com/PreventConnect 

facebook.com/PreventConnect 

 


