
Welcome, this web conference will begin soon 



Meet the PreventConnect Team 

Ashleigh Klein-Jimenez 
Director of Prevention 
she/her/hers 

David S. Lee 
Deputy Director 
he/him/his 

Claudia Sibaja 
Project Coordinator 
she/her/hers 



PreventConnect.org 

info@PreventConnect.org 

PreventConnect.org/email – email group 
Learn.PreventConnect.org – eLearning 
 

Follow Us 
twitter.com/PreventConnect 

facebook.com/PreventConnect 

 



How to use Zoom + Housekeeping 
‣  Text chat and private chat 

‣  Please send a private chat message  
for help.  

‣  PowerPoint Slides 
‣  Polling Questions 
‣  Phone 
‣  Closed Captioning 
‣  Web Conference Guidelines 



PreventConnect 
‣  Domestic violence/intimate partner violence 
‣  Sexual violence 
‣  Violence across the lifespan, including child sexual abuse 
‣  Prevent before violence starts 
‣  Connect to other forms of violence and oppression 
‣  Connect to other prevention practitioners 
 



PreventConnect is a national project of ValorUS, formerly known as the California Coalition Against Sexual Assault 
sponsored by the  U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. The views and information provided in this web 
conference do not necessarily represent the official views of the U.S. government, CDC or VALOR. 
	



Objectives 
‣  Describe prevention strategies being implemented on an international level 

‣  Identify how global prevention perspectives can inform U.S.-based 
prevention 

‣  Identify how global health approaches can expand community-level 
prevention strategies in the U.S.  



16 Days of Activism Against Gender-based Violence 



Listening Sessions - U.S. National Action Plan on 
Gender-Based Violence 

https://www.valor.us/webconferences/u-s-national-action-plan/ 
 

http://www.preventconnect.org/2021/08/u-s-national-action-plan-on-gender-based-violence-a-listening-session-on-prevention-plan-de-accion-nacional-de-estados-unidos-sobre-la-violencia-de-
genero-una-sesion-de-escucha-sobre-la-prevencio/ 
 



What I learned from International Exchanges 

http://www.preventconnect.org/2019/12/the-power-of-sport-in-pakistan/  



Past conferences/resources 

http://www.preventconnect.org/2021/06/five-things-to-know-about-manhood-2-0-and-gender-
transformative-strategies-to-prevent-sexual-and-intimate-partner-violence/ 

 

http://www.preventconnect.org/2021/06/gender-transformative-strategies-to-prevent-sexual-and-intimate-partner-violence-
exploring-outcomes-from-manhood-2-0-implementation/ 
 



What prevention 
strategies and 

approaches are you 
currently implementing? 

Text Chat Question 

Use the Text Chat feature to 
answer the question. 



Meet Our Guests 

Chelsea Ullman 
Research Scientist, 
Global Women’s Institute 
She/Her/Hers 

Lori Michau 
Co-Founder and Co-Director, 
Raising Voices 
She/Her/Hers 

 

Avni Amin 
Technical Officer, Violence 
Against Women, Department of 
Sexual and Reproductive Health 
and Research 
World Health Organization 
 



The Global Women’s Institute at GWU 

CDPH, 2019 
ILARC, 2019 

What can we learn from the 
global evidence base on gender-

based violence? 
 



SAMHSA, 2016 



In this review of reviews: 
‣  Most evidence from high-income countries 
‣  Response vs. prevention 
‣  Emphasis on health sector interventions 
‣  Majority not effective or inconclusive 

‣  Methods 
‣  Sample size 

‣  Minimal in terms of length and intensity 
‣  Focus on IPV 



In low and middle income countries: 
‣  Greater focus on prevention 
‣  More community-based interventions 
‣  More forms of VAWG - child marriage, 

FGM, sexual assaut 
‣  Address equality and social norms 
‣  Engagement of men and boys 



‣  Include women AND men 
‣  Engage entire community 
‣  Combine multiple approaches as part of a single 

intervention (group training, livelihoods, social 
communication) 

‣  Intensity and duration are important (six months or longer) 
‣  Address social norms regarding acceptability of violence  





Changing laws is not enough!  



An integrated approach to ending violence against 
women 



Laws don’t pass in isolation 
70 countries 
 
From 1975 to 2005 
 
The main factor predicting 
whether a country had aws and 
policies on domestic violence was 
the existence of autonomous 
women’s movement 
 
-Htun and Weldon, 2005 



How can we improve the current evidence on 
VAWG? 

‣  Focus on primary prevention 
‣  More evidence, particularly from the 

Global South, on intervention cost, 
sustainability, and scalability 

‣  VAWG in diverse populations (Indigenous, 
LGBTQ, migrants, disabled) and under-
documented forms of violence (femicide, 
trafficking, conflict) 

‣  Standardized data and indicators to 
measure VAWG and women’s 
empowerment 

‣  Integration of VAWG into existing 
development platforms and sectors 
(health, education, etc.) 



Large global investments are spurring innovation in 
recent years 
‣  What Works to Prevent Violence against Women and Girls (UK 

government) 
 
‣  Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Australian Government) 

‣  Asian Pacific 









What similarities and 
differences are you 

noticing between the 
work happening in the 

U.S. and work happening 
globally?  

Text Chat Question 

Use the Text Chat feature to 
answer the question. 





SASA! Together is a 
community mobilization 
approach for preventing 
violence against women  



 
SASA! in Action 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DRjbnUmL4KY	

 



The Journey 



SASA! Together seeks to change norms at a 
population level 
▹  Existing evidence assesses the 

impact of prevention programming 
among the direct ‘participants’ 
 

▹  First trial in sub-Saharan Africa of a 
VAW prevention intervention to 
assess and achieve impact at 
community level 



Key Results of SASA! Study 
Pair	matched	cluster	randomized	controlled	trial	(Abramsky	et	al	2014)	

Risk	of	physical	partner	violence	against	
women	was	52%	lower	in	SASA!	communities	

28%	more	women	and	men	in	SASA!	
communities	believe	it	is	acceptable	for	a	
woman	to	refuse	sex	

76%	of	women	and	men	in	SASA!	
communities	believe	physical	partner	violence	
is	not	okay	compared	to	26%	in	control	
communities	

27%	of	men	in	SASA!	communities	report	
concurrent	sexual	partners	compared	to	45%	
in	control	communities	





Essential Elements of SASA! Together 



1.  Benefits-Based Activism 



2. A Gender-Power Analysis 



3. Four Phases of Change 



4. Holistic Community Engagement with Circles of 
Influence 



Three strategies mobilize the entire community 



Learning and Assessment (L & A) Process 



L&A Framework 



Learning 
‣  Social norms change programming at the community level works 
‣  Meaningful community impact can happen within project timeframes 
‣  Intensity of programming important through a variety of communication 

channels 
‣  Move beyond raising awareness/providing information - get personal 
‣  In long-term change processes being systematic and structured supports 

positive change 
‣  Requires strong organizational capacity to provide sustained support to 

community-led activities  
 





What are your ideas for 
becoming more engaged 

in an international 
community to prevent 
sexual and intimate 
partner violence? 

Text Chat Question 

Use the Text Chat feature to 
answer the question. 



RESPECT Framework 



Intimate partner violence is most common & it starts early 
New VAW estimates 



Objectives of RESPECT 
‣  Developed by WHO, UN Women and 

endorsed by 12 other agencies including: 
▹  UNODC, UNFPA, OHCHR, UNDP, UNAIDS 
▹  WB, USA, Netherlands, UK, Australia, Sweden, 

Canada 

‣  Launched in 2019 
‣  Aimed primarily at policy makers  
 





Implement 
strategies 



Apply the guiding principles for effective 
programming 



Adapt and scale-
up what works 



Adapt and scale-
up what works 
(cont.) 



Strengthen enabling environment for prevention 



The way forward: A call to action 



What principle(s) are you 
most interested in 

implementing in your 
prevention work?  

Text Chat Question 

Use the Text Chat feature to 
answer the question. 



Discussion/Q&A 

Chelsea Ullman 
Research Scientist, 
Global Women’s Institute 
She/Her/Hers 

Lori Michau 
Co-Founder and Co-Director, 
Raising Voices 
She/Her/Hers 

 

Avni Amin 
Technical Officer, Violence 
Against Women, Department of 
Sexual and Reproductive Health 
and Research 
World Health Organization 
 



PreventConnect.org 

info@PreventConnect.org 

PreventConnect.org/email – email group 
Learn.PreventConnect.org – eLearning 
 

Follow Us 
twitter.com/PreventConnect 

facebook.com/PreventConnect 

 


