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Meet the PreventConnect Team

Ashleigh Klein-Jimenez Janae Sargen

Director of Prevention Project Coordinator
she/her/hers she/they
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info@PreventConnect.org
PreventConnect.org/email - email group
Learn.PreventConnect.org - eLearning

Follow Us
twittercom/PreventConnect
facebook.com/PreventConnect
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Have you attended a
PreventConnect Web

Conference before?

Polling Question




PreventConnect

» Domestic violence/intimate partner violence

» Sexual violence

» Violence across the lifespan, including child sexual abuse
» Prevent before violence starts

» Connect to other forms of violence and oppression

» Connect to other prevention practitioners
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GREENING & GROWING: Strategies to Create Protective
Environments and Prevent Sexual & Domestic Violence
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PreventConnect is a national project of ValorUS sponsored by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. The
views and information provided in this web conference do not necessarily represent the official views of the U.S.
government, CDC or VALOR.

YA prevent
®.ve connect



Meet today’s facilitators

Al

Lisa Fujie Parks Sofia Betteo

Associate Program Director, Prevention Program Assistant, Prevention Institute
Institute she/they
she/her/hers
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Objectives

«» Describe how the natural environment can shape relationships and safety.

% Explore how creating protective environments and strengthening social connection by
increasing green spaces in rural areas builds protective factors to prevent sexual and
domestic violence.

«* Learn about how therapeutic farming can support survivors and build protective
factors to prevent sexual and domestic violence.



10

CDC Resources for Action to Prevent IPV & SV

PREVENTION

TTTTTTTTT



1"

Strategy: Create Protective Environments to prevent SV
G

Creating protective community environments is a necessary step towards achieving
population-level reductions in sexual violence (SV).

¢ Community-level approaches: Approaches that operate by modifying characteristics
of the community, rather than individuals within the community.

< Characteristics of the social and physical environment can have a significant influence
on individual behavior creating a context that can promote positive behavior or facilitate
harmful behavior.

https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/SV-Prevention-Resource 508.pdf



https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/SV-Prevention-Resource_508.pdf
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Approach: Addressing community-level risks through environmental
approaches
G

Address aspects of neighborhood and other community settings to make SV less likely by

< Changing, enacting, or enforcing laws, regulations, or organizational policies (e.g.,
alcohol policies)

<+ Changing the physical environment, economic or social incentives (or consequences)
for behavior, or other characteristics of the community (e.g., ability to monitor and
respond to problem behavior, increased social controls).

https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/SV-Prevention-Resource 508.pdf



https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/SV-Prevention-Resource_508.pdf
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Strategy: Create protective environments to prevent IPV

Approaches that work to foster a broader social and physical environment that improves

safety, social connections, and awareness of intimate partner can help create a climate that
supports prevention of violence against intimate partners.

Community-level approaches may
< Encourage higher rates of disclosure of IPV

< Increase resources and support leveraged on behalf of IPV survivors
% Promote social norms that are intolerant of IPV within the community

https://www.cdc.qov/violenceprevention/pdf/IPV-Prevention-Resource 508.pdf



https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/IPV-Prevention-Resource_508.pdf
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Approach: Modify the physical and social environments of neighborhoods
to prevent IPV

G
Change the physical environment to improve social interaction, and strengthen

community ties and social cohesion in order to promote residents’ willingness to

monitor and respond to problem behavior.

Research findings

K/

< Changing or modifying environmental characteristics of neighborhoods may be an
effective approach for preventing IPV.

< Green space in urban communities has been linked to higher levels of neighborhood
collective efficacy and reductions in violent crime, which is a risk factor for IPV.

https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/IPV-Prevention-Resource 508.pdf



https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/IPV-Prevention-Resource_508.pdf
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“Greening” and “Growing” for IPV & SV prevention

“Greening” - making a place greener by planting grass, trees, and other plants.

“Growing” - growing plants for use by humans, including for food, medicine, beauty (e.g.,
flowers), fibers, building materials, etc.

“Greening” and “growing” for IPV & SV prevention - implementing greening and
growing approaches with community members in a manner that enhances protective
factors and behaviors (e.g., collective efficacy, social cohesion, and norms and behaviors
supportive of respect and nonviolence).
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Grounding in decolonial values
and solidarity with Indigenous communities
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Grounding in decolonial values and solidarity with
Indigenous communities

Acknowledge the history of colonization in the United States
and the systemic and generational impacts.

Tell the truth about history
Acknowledge and support Indigenous people and nations,
past, present, and future

“Land acknowledgments are

Invest in the power, leadership, and sovereignty of CZ steppz'ng St0_ne fo hO%OZ/t?” z'ng
broken treaty relationships.”

Indigenous communities
Land acknowledgements and beyond
Return land to Indigenous stewardship

Sogorea Te’ Land Trust:_https://sogoreate-landtrust.org/public-education
What Good is a Land Acknowledgement:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-WgxfugOtAY
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lllustration by Chief Lady Bird and quote by Selena Mills


https://sogoreate-landtrust.org/public-education
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-WgxfugOtAY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-WgxfugOtAY
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In some Native languages the term for
plants translates to “those who take care
of us.”

Robin Wall Kimmerer, Braiding Sweetgrass
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The Wiyot Tribe

The Wiyot Tribe gained back tribal stewardship of Tuluwat (Indian Island),
sacred ceremonial lands were 150 Wiyot people, mostly women and children,
were murdered by white Humboldt County residents in 1860.

2014: Revitalization of the flower dance celebrating girls’ coming of age and
World Renewal Ceremony on Tuluwat, to heal colonial and gender-based
violence, and support Indigenous young women culturally and generationally

Learn more: New York Times film, Long Line of Ladies,
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/11/15/learning/film-club-long-line-of-ladies.html

PREVENTION
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Photo credit: Native Women's Collective
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Sogorea Te’ Land Trust is an urban Indigenous women-led land trust based that
facilitates the return of Indigenous land to Indigenous people.

Sogorea Te' cultivates rematriation, and calls on us all to heal and transform the
legacies of colonization, genocide, and patriarchy. Led by urban Indigenous women
in the territory of Huchiun, also known as East Bay of the San Francisco Bay Area,
they work to restore sacred relationships between Indigenous People and their
ancestral land.

sogoreate-landtrust.org



GREENING AS SV/IPV PREVENTION




DELTA: IMPACT & AHEAD

« DELTA Impact: 2018-2023
-MCEDSV had statewide implementation and local CCRT support
roles
« DELTAAHEAD: 2023-2028

-MCEDSYV is moving from implementing and supporting to a fully
supporting role on green spaces

MCEDSV 2024




What is Greening?

Creating accessible, safe, outdoor spaces
that develop social connections and
community cohesion.

It encourages opportunities for sharing
knowledge, reducing stress, and building

food security.
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Community and Prevention

When we make connections with our

community members, we build safety and
trust. This creates a culture of accountability.

Relying on one another by sharing care,
knowledge, and resources, gives us the
chance to thrive together.
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DELTA IMPACT GREENING PROJECT IN DEARBORN




COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AGENCIES’ EFFORTS

EASTSIDE COMMUNITY NETWORK Z\
HAMILTON RAINSCAPE
LEARNING LAB

DRAINAGE POINT

When it rains in Detroit, most of the water that falls on rooftops, parking

fots, and streets gets funneled into the City’s sewers. Detroit has a com-

bined sewer system, which means when that stormwater enters the sower

system it is combined with household sewage. Heavy rains -
he into hy

of
untreated sewage into the Detroit and Rouge rivers. This installation is
preventing the rainwater that falis on the adjacent street from entering the
sewer and Instead directing it into the rain gardens,
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Eastside Community Network Urban Neighborhood Initiatives
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RVIVOR CENTERED EFFORTS

WC SAFE Grow & Glo Garden
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SUPPORTING HOPE SHORES ALLIANCE
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SOCIAL MEDIA

HOW GREEN SPACES HELPS PREVENT
INTIMATE PARTNER VIOLENCE:

April 28th is
Frbor Day
Joining your neighbors outside
and planting trees in your
community can help reduce
intimate partner violence

IIA[BI nalmnal |

. ppr eciation
Greenlng Spaces How Greening

as an Intimate Partner £ R | cos e
Violence Prevention Partner
Strategy
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FACILITATORS, CHALLENGES, LESSONS LEARNED

Listen First

Understand what can and cannot be done within the funding cycle or time period —
prevention thrives on small, incremental changes

Be authentic, honest, and vulnerable
Relationship building takes time & persistent efforts
Listen first, contribute first. Save your “asks” for last.

People understand the connection between physical health & Greening that is a good place
to start the conversation

Find the common ground between the community organization's mission and Primary
Prevention

MCEDSV 2024




QUESTIONS?

Preventionstatf@mcedsv.org
Thank you!

MCEDSV 2024


mailto:Preventionstaff@mcedsv.org

1/

harmed by intimate partner abuse.




We are a nonprofit advocacy organization that
nurtures lives harmed by intimate partner abuse
in 17 central Kentucky counties.
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GOAT MILK SOAP
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“I'm making new friends and

getting outside of my comfort
zone—and really starting to
enjoy myself again.”

WMWW

“It makes me proud that all of us
have pulled together to work ar}'c:l
make beautiful things happen.

fml\-ce.&cw)'wo?
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Additional Examples

Healing ceremonies, art, and tree planting, like Lead to Life, who hosts healing ceremonies and days of
action that involve the melting down of guns to be re-casted as shovels for gardening and farming projects,
and the planting of trees honoring community members lost to gun violence.

Encouraging group outdoor activities in natural settings, like the Nature and Wellbeing Project and Deeply
Rooted in Philadelphia.

Healing and learning in nature, like Dr. Gail Christopher’s Ntianu Center for Healing and Nature, in Fort
Washington, Maryland, for nature-based healing and wellbeing, and to conduct workshops on racial healing
at the Retreat Center.



https://www.leadtolife.org/
https://www.urbanhealthlab.org/urban-nature
https://www.urbanhealthlab.org/urban-nature
https://ntianucenter.org/
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